The value of glucagon in routine barium investigations of the gastrointestinal tract.
Four hundred thirty-five consecutive barium studies of the gastrointestinal tract were examined to determine the efficacy and effectiveness of routinely giving intravenous (IV) glucagon in these studies. Administration of glucagon was randomized. Two staff radiologists evaluated the examinations to determine whether they were of diagnostic quality and rated them on a scale of 1 to 3. Patient response to the injection was monitored. Diagnostic quality of the examinations with and without IV glucagon did not differ significantly, and patient response to the injection was unfavorable. It is concluded that with the additional cost of glucagon, and the lack of demonstrable benefit, routine administration of glucagon is not warranted.